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 Fefus Cbriſt. 85 


INTE live in a peculiar eventful Period. 


V The National Danger has rouſed 
the National Spirit. If we are true to our- - 


Endure Hardneſs as a good Soldier of 


ſelves, we may defy all the Force of a 


moſt uncommon Enemy; an Enemy to 
God and Goodneſs, to moral and ſocial 
Happineſs; an Enemy, that firſt ſows Sedition 


that he may reap the Fruit of Rebellion. 
From theſe Words we may learn our 


Duty as SUBJECTS, and as CHRISTIANS; 
how we ought to be /oyal to our KING, 


and true to the GREAT CAPTAIN car + 8 
Salvation. The one may illuſtrate the other. 


I, We are engaged ina VOLUNTARY 


Service; we offer a Free-Will Offering; we 


do it of Choice, and not by Conſtraint. It 
is the Duty of all Men and Subjects to defend 


their King and Country, if attacked; for in 
doing this they only defend themſelves, their 
Families, and Property; they only obey 
the firſt Law of Nature, Self- preſervation. 
But when added to theſe firſt Claims, they, 
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have voluntarily and openly ſtood forth; 


when they have nobly and ſolemaly pledged: 
| . - A * themſcl es 3 
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D cfection rs fo baſe, that it even ought not 
to be ſurmiſed among Men and Chriſtians. 


promiſe Aid only to betray that Promiſe ; 
is ſuch complicated Iniquity as to deſerve 
what it will ever receive, everlaſting Con- 


. diction of the Moſt High. 


our Heavenly Sovereign? Have we not en- 


acknowledged Him for our King; our Lord 


under his Banner, the Banner of his ſacred 
Croſs, againſt the World, the Fleſh and 


Hour of Danger; or, what is worſe, baſely 
to go over to the contrary Party, to tread on 
; Promiſes; Oaths, and Religion to recom- 


TY? 


Country, to ſtand or to fall together; when 
in the Hour of Danger they have willingly 
offered themſelves; then every Idea of 
Treachery, Cowardice, Subterfuge, and 


To turn the bact in the Day of Batile; to 


tempt; the Reproach of Conſcience, the 
Pity of the Good, the Inſults of the Wicked, 
the Enemy to Rule over you, and the Male- 


But ought we not to be as faithful to 


gaged in a Voluntary Service ? Have we not 
all taken a ſolemn Oath? - Have we not 


and Maſter ? Have we not engaged to fight 


the Devil? Are we not called by his holy 
Name; are we not enrolled as Members of 
his Church? 

Should we deem it moſt diſgraceful and 
baſe to deſert an earibly Sovereign, to forſake 
his Standard, to flee like Cowards in the 


mend 


99 


mi bats to apoſtate Spiri almoſt 
as bad as ourſelves; to purchaſe their Con- 
fidence at ſo dear a Price. A Servant honouretb 
bis Maſter. 1f The a Maſter where is my Fear; X 
Jaith the Lord of Hoſts. © | 

II. 5 To become good Soldiers, it is not 
ſuffcient ſincerely to inliſt with full Pur- . 
poſe of Loyalty and Obedience, but to 

reduce theſe to Practice. Perfection is not 
to be attained at once; it is of ſlow Growth. 
It requires the Hand of Diſcipline to form 
the Strength of Habit. To endure Hardneſs 
as good Soldiers, muſt imply ſome Sacrifices | 
to be made, ſome Indulgencies relinquiſhed, _ 

ſome Labours undergone, ſome new Habit 
acquired, ſome Exertions made which would 
not otherwiſe have been expected. By enduring 
Hardneſs, by Diſcipline, by Submiſſion, by 
Attention, Men become good Soldiers, 
enured to Difficulties, prepared for Dangers, | 
and ſuperior to Fear. 

The Diſcipline for War is ot a Play- 
thing: It is not a Cap and Feather, a Sunday 
Parade, a ſplendid Appearance; but a 
Matter of much Weight and ſerious Con- 
cernment. Yet every wiſe and good Man 
will feel that there are thoſe whom he ought 
to value more than his own Life; that there 
may be peculiar Situations which are a Call 
on all, young and old, to combine for general 
Defence, to reſ ſt the Fury of the Oppreſſor: 
There may be C 4 of ſuch urgent — thi | 
that 


; chat the Miniſter of the Goſp el of Peace 


forts, to preſerve their Wives, their Children, 2A 


all endure Hardneſs to become good Soldiers f 


only conquer to enſlave, and enſlave to de- 
to reſt from our Labour and to receive the 
Rewards of Victory in another State. Here we 
are in an Enemy's Country; an Enemy who 


here ſpoken of, are Trials and Temptations ; 


of Darkneſs, who ruleth in the Children of 


love Darkneſs. rather than Lig becauſe their 45 
Deeds are evil, 


flee from you ; eſcbew Evil and do Good. 


Canterbury, and of the Biſhop of Rocheſter, to the Clergy 
for. wel „1798. 


0 


ought to come down from the Altar, and 
having no Sword, to ſell his Garment * | 
buy one.“ 
If then Men endure Hardneſs to "ip 
good Soldiers, only to retain temporal Com- 


their Property and Employmeats, ſhall we not 


Jefus Chriſt? to repel an 'Enemy that would . 


grade us? Warfare implies Difficulty. We are 


* : 
. 


never Alumbers nor fleeps. The Hardneſs then 


Conflicts with our evil Luſts, with our vain, 
Imaginations, with our ungoverned Af-. 
fe&tions, and our ſelfiſh Tempers. Theſe: 
are the fiery Darts of the Prince of the Power 


Diſebedience; who leadeth thoſe. captive uh 


Endure Hardneſs as good Soldiers of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; reſiſt the Devil and he will. 


III. 8 Various os 


5 - See the 3 of his 1 * Arctibitho of 
of their reſpective. Dioceſes, in Gentleman's Magazine. 


1 


Every Aſfauolt is not confined to the Field 


of Battle. The Enemy has many Devices. 
In the Midſt of profound Peace, in the Hour 
of ſocial Indulgence, fome Comrade may 


thus addrefs him:  - © 


Nothing but the ſincere Efteem which 
« J entertain for you ſhould induce me to 
© ſuggeſt to you my Doubts, or to impart . 


© to you my Diſcoveries ; but I know the 


Strength of your Underſtanding is ſuperior. 
© to vulgar Prejudices, and in the Be- 
© nevolence of your Soul you can embrace 
c all Mankind as Brethren ; why then ſhould 

« we endure this Trade of Slaughter? Why 
© ſhould our Fields be wet with Blood 
« rather than ſmiling with Plenty? Why 
« were Men made to be Wolves and Tygers 


© to each other, rather than to live in 
Harmony and Peace? The human Frame 


«© Divine was formed for Health, Strength, 
© and Happineſs; and never was intended 
*'to be exhauſted with Toil, reduced thro”. 
Fatigue, and disfigured - with ghaſtly. 
. Wounds. The Earth produces Abundance; 
hy are Men Strangers to true Enjoy- 
«ment? Why muft the little Diſtinctions, 


«and the artificial Refinements of Society 
ebe ſupporred at ſuch an immenſe Expence, 
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ml. f Various are the Temptations to 
which a good Soldier and Subject is expoſed. 


Lat ſuch a Waſte of Health, Strength, and 
human Life?” What is the Anſwer which _ 
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1 1 Subject, "bh the Bible in his Hand, 
' —_ would make to all this fine Harangve. - 
Get thee bebind me Satan, for thou Javoureſt not 
the Things that be. of God, and of God's Pro- 
vidence, but the Things that be of Man.” It 
is no Part of Wiſdom to be diſcontented ; 
to repine at what we have, and ever to be 
| ſeeking ſomething which we never ſhall 
attain in this World. 1 allow that War is 
an Evil; but unruly Paſſions, from whence 
War proceeds, are a much greater. It is in 
vain to wiſh that Wars might ceaſe in all the 
Mord, while the Source of War ſtill flouriſhes 
in us. I might wiſh for the Return of 
' Paradiſe; for the Warmth of an eternal 
Spring, when the Roſe had no Thorn, when 
the fruitful Earth- produced Abundance, 
when the ripe Fruit bent down to meet 
your Touch, and the Streams flowed with 
the pureſt Milk ; when the gentleſt Zephyr 
fanned the Shrub, and was loaded with the 
choiceſt Perfumes. We might indulge the 
ideal Dream till we were diſcontented with 
our Lot in Life; till we quarrelled with 
the rough Blaſt which braces our Nerves 
and . renews our Strength; we may ſicken 
at the Senſation of Hunger, and aſk for the 
richeſt Fruit of the Eaſt to gratify it; but 
it will remind us that he Iο will not work 
Hall not eat, and that the Bread and the 
Sleep of a labouring Man is feweet, © 
1 he Chriſtian Soldier. allo. meets "as 
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« before the Night cometh; the Young and 
« the Strong have no Occaſion to make fo 


« much Haſte, or to be ſo much in Earneſt ; 


« there is Time enough before them ; Religion 
« does not require all that Self-denial, 
« Watchfulneſs, and Activity, which they 


« the Way, if they indulge ſome youthful 


« Curioſity, it can be ealily pardoned, for 


« they are ſincere, and Sincerity is the Soul 


« of Religion. Why ſhould they be thus. 
« early to ſeek the Heavenly Canaan; who 
ec will regard the Example or liſten to the 
« Words of the Young ? beſides, is there not 


« Lion in the Way?” 
To ſtand ſtill in the heavenly Race, to 


relax our Diligence and to relinquiſh our 
Arms in the Chriſtian Warfare, will both 
end in Deſtruction. Let not him that putteth 


on his Armour boaſt himſelf as him who putteth 


it off. It is only by per/evering unto the End, 


it is only by going on to Perfection, by reſiſting 
Evil, and finally overcoming it in Action, 
in Thought, and in Deſire, that we conquer 
in our. Chriſtian Warfare. It is not ſuf- 
ficient to begin well, but we muſt end well. 


Hie, who endureth unto the End, ſhall be ſaved, 
| Be thou faithful unto Death, and thou ſhalt 


obtain the Crown of Lift. Preſs forward 10 
the Mark of your bigh Calling; refit unto 
Blood; lay bold of Eternal Life, © 
„ : Toa 
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falſe Friend.“ Yet there are twelve Hours 


© ſyppoſe, If they wander a little out of 7 
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SIT 4 
Ihereſore my, beloved Brethren, whether: 


Chriſtian Soldiers to the King of Kings, be ye 
ready—be ye true to every Engagement. 
| Should Danger call:you. forth, go ye to meet. 
it in the Way of your Duty without In- 
ſolence, without vain Boaſting, without. 
Malice, without ſervile Fear; but with 

modeſt Compoſure, with manly Dignity,. 
with calm Recollection, and humble Con- 


Name of the. Lord. Fear not; remember 
the Words of Judas Maccabeus on a ſimilar 
Occaſion, I is all one with the GOD f 
Heaven to deliver with. a great Multitude, or 
a ſmall Company; for the Victory of a Battle 
fandeth not. in the Number of a Hoſt, but 
Strength comethfrom Heaven—T hey come againſt 
us in much Pride and Iniquity to deſtroy us, our 
Wives, and our Children, and to ſpoil us; but 


before. our Face. 1. MACCA. iii. 18, 22.“ 
But whatever. may be the Fate of Nations, 
yet as Chriſtians, we are all called to a much 
the whole Armour of Godlineſs. Go forth in 
the Strength of HIM who is mighty. to ſave; 
and reſiſt all Sin, condemn it in Thought 
and Deſire, with full Purpoſe of Soul; 
reject it as much more abominable and 
© Er T2. - ar 


we fight for our LIVES and our LAWS , 
wherefore the Lord himſelf will overthrow them 


s loyal Subjefts to the beſt of Kings, or as. 


fidence, go forth to meet the Enemy of your 
Peace. Lift up your Banners for Tokens. in the © 


more important Warfare. Put on therefore. 
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Areadful than either French Oppreſſion or 
-Iriſh Cruelty. Wage eternal War with all 
that offend HIM, who has called you witba 

holy Calling. Watch over the firſt Inroads of 
the Enemy. Guard againſt the firſt Sug- 
geſtions of impivus Thought, of vain 


5 _ 


3 Imagination, and ſenſual Deſire. Search 


| Feruſalem with Candles that none of the 
Enemies of Chriſt may lurk in that Temple, 
which is devoted to his Service, and 
is to be quickened by his , Preſence. 
Shew no Mercy to the Enemies of your 
God; make no Alliances with them, The 
Command of Heaven is to kill and to 
deſtroy. Spare not Agag alive. Let every 
Part and Principle of the old Man die ibe 
Death; that the new Man may be completely re- 
 newed in the Image of Jeſus, and live for ever- 
more. _ „ 
60 forth then in the Strength of the 
Lord; endure Afiifion ; prepare for Trials; 
be not diſmayed in the Hour of Tempta- 
tion, or the Night of Afﬀiction. Go 
forth and do valiantly- Learn Patience in 
the School of Chriſt; ſubmit your Neck 
vo the Yoke in your. Youth; reſiſt not 
the Diſcipline of Heavenly Wiſdom; 
moderate your Expectations; and take the 
World as you find it, a State of Trial and 
Exerciſe. Submit to Diſappointments ; be 
not elevated with Prof perity f beware of the 
Snares of luxurious Eaſe; be not dejected 
LINE. | 8 | TEK 


fect through Sufferings; bear his Croſs, follow 
his Example, imbibe his Spirit, Take the 


Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word. of 


God: Put on the Helmet of Salvation, and 


the Breaſt Plate of Righteouſneſs : Take the 
Sbield of Faith; and let your Feet be ſhad” 
with. the Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace. 


Thus prepared ye will war a good War- 


fare. Te will go forth with humble Con- 
| fidence and holy Joy; Ye go not a Warfare 

at your own. Charge: Ye will watch unto 
Prayer. Learn well your Danger and your 
Defence. Put your whole Truſt in Him who 
conquered. the World, deſtroyed Sin, and 


aboliſhed Death ; and He will make .you 


more than Conquerors through his Love; 
He will ſubdue the Power of Sin, and deliver 
you from all fear of Death; He vill teach 


your Hands to war and your Fingers to 


fight; He will prove the true Joſhua, | 


Jehovah the Saviour; who is gone before, 
conquering and io conquer; who has opened. 
the Way to the Heavenly Canaan ; who is, 
thy Defence, and thy everlaſting Reward. 
Perſevere in the Meekneſs of Wiſdom, 


the Practice of Self-denial, and the Patience. 
of Reſignation, until the Spirit of the little 
Child ſhall have ſubdued the ſtrong. Man 
armed, and che Goods i in. which he truſted... 
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= bk Advervity look for. gen ha 
| than the Applauſe of your fellow ortals ; 
hve fdr Eternity; look up to the great 

Captain of your Salvation, who was made per- 
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1 . Sane, xv. 2 23. 
Bd r is as the Us . Wi 0. LL 
: , on Stubbornneſs as Le and aue, | 


1ITCHCRAFT may be conſidered a as a 

Confederacy againſt God, a Combi- 
nation with the Powers of Darkneſs to 
attain a preſent Good, but by unlawful 
| Means, and leading to the moſt dangerous 
Ends. | 

Thus Rebellion e with the Power 
of Darkneſs and Diſorder, to attain ſome 
little temporary and apparent Good, but by 
the worſt poſſible Means, and diſregardfully 
of the Ends or Conſequences. | 
Witchcraft was one of the moſt capital 

Offences that could be committed againſt 
God of Heaven, and Rebellion is compared 
to this. 

Let us then a e the Cauſes whence 
| Rebellion ſprings, the Calamities which it muſt 
roduce, and the Cures which it admits. ' 
I. Man is in a fallen State; he is far gone 
from original Righteouſneſs ; he is no 
longer a true Lover of Peace. Hence pony 
ceeds the eagerneſs of AMBITION, 
ſolving to gratify itſelf at any Rate.—- The 


nn ol „ enen 
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of. COVETOUSNESS,. bing Haſte to 
be rich. —The© Stubbornneſs of PRIDE, 
which ſpurns at all Reſtraints Sometimes 
the Sloth of IDEENESS and the Indulgence 
of LUXURYcombine rogether—Ambitious 
Nobles, or the ſenſual Poor.—-The Mul- 
titude, blinded by Ignorance, inflamed with 
Liquor, or bribed by Largeſſes to commit 
Violencies. Accidental Cauſes have alſo 
contributed to Rebellion. —Scarcity, Dearth, 
| Failure of Commerce, or inclement Sebſons. 
II. The Wrath of Man worketh-not the 
Righteouſneſs of God, but produces: Con- 
fuſion and every evil Work. 
 - REBELLION directly leads to eil 
| Wars, and civil Wars are the worſt of all 
Wars; the Evil is moſt deeply rooted and 
widely ſpread when People of the ſame: 
Country, ſame Language and Habits con- 
tend together. General Alarm is ſpread, and 
the painful Agitation of Fear in thoſe who 
cannot avoid the Evil and feel-for themſelves 
and others; an univerſal Suſpicion, that 
you know not whom to truſt; that your 
Neigbour may deceive you; that your: 
Protectors may be your Betrayers. In this. 
Caſe the Servant has generally been cor- 
rupted, and ſome who have received Edu- 
cation, Support, and uncommon Kindneſs, 
have conſpired againſt their Maſters. In 
ſeveral Families, remote from the Scene of 
War, they have eaten every Meal with 
NR anxious 


n 


anxious e left that Food ſhould: 
conceal Poiſon ; they have paſſed every 
Night in broken Slumbers, leſt they ſhould 
find their Foes and Aſſaſſins even of their 
own Houſehold ; leſt they ſhould be betrayed 
by thoſe whoſe Treachery was increaſed by 
Confidence, and whoſe Hearts were hardened 
by Kindneſs. Add to this the long and. 
anxious Hours of Uncertainty. relative to- 
their deareſt Friends and Connections; 
Families diſperſed; thoſe who once enjoyed. 
| Eaſe and Affluence, who liberally contributed 
to the Reliefof the Poor, reduced to ſudden. 
Want; driven from a plundered or. ſmoking 
Dwelling, ſearching in vain for ſome beloved 
Child, unknowing whether it is pining with. 
Hunger, or conſumed in the Flames. In- 
ſolence is added to Barbarity, and Scenes 
of moſt horrid Enormity have been con- 
tinued and repeated. The Sanctity of. 
Religion, the Reſpect for old Age, the 
Modeſty of female Beauty, and the In- 
nocence of unoffending Infants, have been. 
equally diſregarded,, and inſulted ; have 
marked the Poſſeſſor for every Cruelty that: 
infernal Ingenuity could deviſe. 
If there be any Religion in the World 
which can countenance ſuch Enormities, 
which can ſanction and approve them, may 
that Religion ſoon periſh for ever; may the 
Millſtone of Divine Vengeance be hung 
xound 1 its Neck and ſink it in the Gulph of 
Perdition; 
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perdi ton; may her lage come aoick 
vpon her. —O! D ber Digi con waſted ' 

with Miſery, happy ſhall he be who 
ſerveth thee as thou haſt ſerved: us; who 

taketh thy Children and daſheth them againſt. 
the Stones !—If there be an Order of Prieſts 
who can recommend and foment ſuch 
Practices, who can arm themſelves with the 
Sword of Aſſaſſins, and blow the Trumpet 
of Diſcord, may they periſh by that Sword 


which they unſheathed ; or if they live, may 


they wander over the Face of the Zarth, 
begging their bread in deſolate Places, without a 
King, without a Temple, without a Country, 
without a reſting Place'for the Sole of their 
Feet, until they ſee the Error of their Ways, 
and acknowledge how much they have 
abuſed the Religion of the Prince of Peace 


by their Devices, If we are not wilfully 


blind we muſt ſee that the Judgment of God is 
gone forth'; Babylon is fallen. Her Sons are 
drunk with the Wine of her Fornication, and they 
now hate the Whore and make her dc/olate 125 
nated, and eat her Fleſb and burn her with 
Fire, [Rev. xvii. 16.] 


The Battles in a Civil War are . 
with uncommon Exertions and grievous 
Slaughter. The moſt. rancorous Paſſions 
are inflamed ; they who are reſolved to 
'ſhew no Mercy, expect none for them- 
Is therefore TOR muſt. baniſh m_ : 
an 
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ad Raſhneſt and latest fopply the 
Place of rational; Courage. 
= Behold, before them the Land: was as we" 
Garden. of Eden, but behind them as a 
deſolate Wilderneſs ; Commerce flouriſhed ; 
Agriculture was in great Perfection; the 
ulation of Ireland had amazingly in- 
. creaſed in the laſt Century, much more in 
Proportion than that of England. They 
br have ſome Complaints, but then they 
hy Abundance of Bleſlings, and for many 
Years every Indulgence which they could 3 
aſk for. 4 
How is the Scene cha the bright 
Preſpect is darkened; fenced Cities are turned 
into ruinous Heaps ; Deſolation ſtalks around. 
You ſee the ſmoking Ruins of the once 
Habitation of Induſtry, Peace, and Con- 
tentment. Abundance of Grain and Thou=- 
ſands of Cattle have moſt wantonly. been 
deſtroyed ; the Streams have literally been 
ftained with Blood, and the Air tainted with 
the Number of putrid Bodies fallen in Battle. 
Many of the Rich and the Excellent have 
been murdered ; ſome; have fallen in Battle; 
and. great Numbers have fled from thofe 
Scenes of Deſolation; Country Seats and. 
Palaces have been burnt. Where now ſhall. 
the Poor, the Sick, and the Aged, ſeek for 
Support? Their Benefactors and Friends 
are gone; or if they remain behind, are 
G 8 of the Means of aſſiſting them. 
When 


the Poor ſuffer the moſt; all are re- 


1 3h and ſtand on the Watch Tower to e 


Vould exact from us ?—T be tender Mercies ef 


When fadden Want. deſolates a cn 


duced. Then the Sick, the Aged, and 
Infirm, muſt be negleted. | 
The Wrath of Man wor leib not the Ri obteauſ- 
neſs of God. Men unreſtrained are Architects 
ok Deſtruction, wiſe to do Evil, but to do Good 
1 bave na Underſtanding. N 
Mould not the ſame Cauſes produce the 
furs Effefts here as well as there? Should. 
ve not be more brutiſh than any People, if, 
wich ſuch. Examples before our Eyes, we 
did not ſtop the Firſt Inroads of Sedition, 


Aa ſudden Deſtrugtion? | 
Should ſuch ' Calamity come upon. us, 
where ſhould we flee? Could we expect 
Mercy from our Enemies? Would not they 
rejoice to make the Plundering of Holland, 
the ſpoiling of Rome, the Robbery. of 
Malta, the Deſolation of Lyons, the, 
Maſſacres in Switzerland, the Enormities in 
Germany, and the Rebellion in Ireland, 
only as a Prelude to the greater Enormities, 
to the more dreadful. Profanations, to the 
more complicated Cruelties, the more daring 
 Robberies, the viler Extortions, which hay” 


the Wicked are cruel, a 
It then we regard ourſelves, our Fa- 
milies, our Country, and our King; we 


ee condemn and avoid the complicated, 
GUILT 
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GUILT of Rebellion. We ſhould liſten to 
ome few and plain Cautions and Cures, by 
which ſuch dreadful Evils may be avoided. _ 
Where are the Gains of Ungodlineſs? 
Can Iniquity proſper ? Vengeance even in 
this World is ſometimes not ſlow. - The ſix 
Miniſters in France who ſigned the King's 
Death Warrant were all cut off by violent 
Deaths within fifteen Months, by that very 
Convention, whoſe Acts they obeyed. The 
vain and oftentatious Marquis Fayette, who 
abuſed his Power, who inſulted his merciful 
King, and flattered a ſanguinary Mob, has 
lingered ſome Years in miſerable Confine- 
ment, where he might have an Opportunity 
of learning Repentance, for having deluded 
the People, by teaching them that Revolu- 
tions were the moſt ſacred of Duties. 
The celebrated and the phitoſophic 
Condorcet, who not only promoted the 
Revolution, but taught the regenerated. 
French, as they were impiouſly called, to 
deſpiſe Him, who is the Bread cf Life ; this. 
Man moſt wretchedly periſhed in a new 
French Priſon for Want of ſuch a. Morſel of 
Bread that you would not refuſe to the moſt 
worthleſs Beggar, ® 5 
The once idolized M. Nectar, who eſcaped 
to his native Country from that politicak 
Storm, which he had helped, perhaps in- 
nocently, to raiſe, is there ſurrounded with _ 
CAT i 1 „ 
e e of a Lady during her Reſidence in France, 
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em). 


T. every. JO VR Pen but incapable of 
enjoy ing any, becauſe engroſſed in the NOT. 
of: Aſtoniſnment and the Bitterneſs ok 
i Regret : at what he once wwas, of what France 
lil. 20w 16.“ 
The too infamous Hul of Orhan was 
deluded by. the Men. he moſt truſted, and 
betrayed by thoſe on whom be had ſquan- 
dered a princely Fortune. He found a] 
il ſad_Experience that it was impoſſible for a. 
Villain to purchaſe Confidence, or to ſecure 
a Friend. + When in the Midſt of his mad 
Career of Ambition, when the Mealure-gf 
his Iniquity was filled up by the Practice of 
every Vice, the Means he had uſed to bring 
his Relation to the Block, ſoon brought 
the ſame Puniſhment on himſelf. Thus the 
Expectation of the Wicked ſhall periſh; for they 
hall be filled with Miſchief. Preventions 
are better than Remedies ; if the Evil is once 
begun, we know not when it may end. 
1. 8 Avoid then all vain Schemes of Am- 
bition. Think not that you are degraded 
becauſe another is exalted; ſeck not for Hap- 
K where it is not to be found. 
Guard againſt the Love of the 
World, It promiſes great Things, but will 
render you miſerable. You lean on what 
cannot ſupport you. The Lovers of the 
| Viera are ee Enemies of God; while 
eagerly 


de Gibbon? 5 Latters, Vol 1 £c:: 
+ See ee $ Annual Regiſter, 1792, Part 5 INE 77. 
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eagerly graſping at the Vanities of Time, 
the Riches of Eternity are ſadly negle&ted: 
3. 5 Liſten not to the Murmurs of diſ@= 
content; they are no true Friends of Man 
who magnify the Evils of Life, who only 
dwell on the dark Side, while they divert his 
Attention from the. real Good he might en- 
joy, his Duty, and his Employment: 
Complaints are grating; they are the Seeds 
of Melancholy; they tend to ſour the 
| Temper; to irritate. the angry Paſſions; 
to provoke the Spirit of Revenge. Diſcontent 
is a reſtleſs Paſſion; it firſt produces ſecret 
Sedition, and then open Rebellion. 
4. Here let me particularly caution 
the young and unexperienced, how they 
enter into Societies which require the 
ſacred Obligation of an Oath to keep 
ſecret what they have not yet learnt; which 
thus enſlaves the Confcience, and may 
entangle them before they are aware. 
Curioſity, Society, Friendſhip, have been 
the Temptation and the Plea to lead 
ſeveral aſtray.— Stand faſt in your own 
Liberty; ſuſpect whatever requires to be 
concealed. 15 „ „ 
5. Do not forma vain Idea of human 
Life. It is a School of Diſcipline; a State 
of Probation; a Journey and a Warfare; 
our complete Reſt, the Reward of Piety, 
the Diſplay of every Excellence, is beyond 
the Grave. Here Good and Evil are 


the Signal for Sedition; if Men hate rather 


little Difference of Opinion, and are more 


0 


"Blended 3 the chaff f is | mixed wich | 
-the Wheat, | 
'6.:5 Let us beware how Difference in 
s Opinions, Forms, or Ceremonies, 
ſhould be made the Plea to foment Diviſions 
and to engender Strife. Religion, if true, 
is the greateſt Bleſſing from the Prince of 
Peace co the Children of Men. It directly 
tends to form the Peace of his Heaven in 
yaur Souls, to unite them in Bonds of real 
| Friendſhip, and to prepare them for eternal 
T Pavers but how is this ſadly perverted if it 
de made the Watch-Word of a Party, and 


than love each other; if they watch for every 


forward to condemn when they differ, than 
to rejoice when they agree. While we claim 
Toleration ourſelves, we allow it to others. 
While we hold faſt to the Head of the 
Chriſtian Church, che Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we 
will not contend about trifling Differences, 
or make a Man an Offender for a Word, 
or judge unrighteous Judgment; or dare to 
ſuſpect that another is eſſentially wrong 
| becauſe he differs from me in ſome little 
Matters. In the Profeſſion of Religion, as 
well as in every Thing elſe, we muſt Jearn to 
bear and forbear ; rather to be ſilent than to 
accuſe another falſely, We cannot ſee the 

Secrets of Conſcience. Judgment is very 
1 happily not the Province of Man. 1 
0 
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To dibeliide; We 1 traced. the? 
"CAUSES of Rebellion, we have ſeen the | 
direful CONSEQUENCES which it pro- 
duces, and have pointed out ſome CURES | 
by which it may be prevented. 
The Judgments of God ſhake tent 


verſy with the Nations: The Phials of his 
Indignation have been poured out, and 


hitherto we have wonderfully eſcape em. # 


Let this Conſideration render us more - 
thankful and more cavtious. 
We have contemplated ſome_ "of the | 


Horrors of Rebellion; let us then by every 


Means in our Power guard againſt the In- 
troduction of ſuch an Evil among ourſelves. 
As Men and as Chriſtians we ought to 
exert the Force of our Example, and the 
Influence of our Authority, againſt ſuch 
Deſolation. We ſhall do well to caution 
the Unwary, and to inſtruct the Ignorant ; to 
detect the Seditious, and to puniſh the 
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the Earth; the Lord has a mighty unte? 4 4 


4 


Unruly, that we may be preverves from that : 4 


deſolating Scourge. 
Aſſociate yourſelves, O ye People, and ye 
| ſhall be broken in Pieces: Gird e 
and ye ſhall be broken in Pieces: Take 
Counſel together and it ſhall come to nought: 
Speak the Word and it ſhall not ſtand, for 
God is with us. We receive his holy Word ; 


we adore his ſacred Name; we acknowledge | ; 


his righteous Providence; we obey - his 
. Heavenly | 
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Heavenly Laws, we honour: his- Sabbath, 


"we ſubmit to his all-perfe& Will, and we 


hope to enjoy his endleſs, Favour in- thoſe 
en .of- Bliſs, where the Wicked ceaſe 
from troubling, where the Weary, are. at 
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